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Wishing
everyone a
safe, festive
Christmas
break!
At the time of
writing, we have
not only survived
most of the term, but managed to keep
as many things as normal as possible. In
addition, the vast majority of children
have been in school throughout and have
coped fantastically with the COVID safe
arrangements. The children, and the staff
that care for them, have been an absolute
credit to the school. As we approach a very
much needed break, let’s take a moment to
enjoy the wonderful things that have been
going on; to celebrate what makes our
school special. Wishing you all a safe and
enjoyable Christmas!
Stuart Mansell
Headteacher

A Fantastic Start for Reception!
At the start of this term, 45 fresh-faced, amazingly confident children
walked through our doors (after the necessary hand sanitisation, of
course!). We are incredibly proud of how quickly they waved goodbye to
their parents and settled quickly into their new classes, despite having a
less-than-normal start to school life. Since then, the children have built
new friendships, becoming increasingly independent and learned lots of
exciting new things.
In the first few weeks, the children loved sharing their special boxes in
small groups, providing the perfect opportunity to learn more about
each other and practise our speaking and
listening skills. Thank you for putting them together with your children.
During our work on ‘The Little Red Hen’, we learned how to orally retell
a whole story with actions for key phrases and characters like ‘early one
morning’, ‘who’ and ‘once upon a time’ and we performed this to the rest
of the school during a virtual assembly. This work will help us to build
our storytelling language and support our writing skills in the future.
Our virtual visit from Judith
the Farmer at Moor Farm also
gave us knowledge about how
a farm works and how wheat
crops are harvested and turned
into different food that we eat
like bread, pasta and Weetabix. The children also all had the
opportunity to make their own bread rolls, just like the main
character in our story – we just didn’t need to cut, thresh and
carry the wheat like her!

We have also awarded
several Core Learning Skill
awards this term to children who have
shown fantastic personal, social and emotional skills. Our class
mascots, Pip and Fred, love to get involved in our class focus
for the week - so far we have worked on using someone’s
name when we want to get their attention, recognising when
somebody is hurt or upset and being polite and using our
manners. Well done to those children who have been awarded
their certificate this term, we look forward to handing out lots
more after Christmas.
One of our favourite times of the week is when we share the
wonderful Tapestry observations that you send in from home
– the children love seeing themselves on the big screen and
talking about their experiences. We are keen to encourage as
many parents as possible to upload things to Tapestry, so if you
haven’t done so yet, please do share some
things with us about experiences
from home.
After Christmas, we will be doing
some work on the text ‘The Train
Ride’ and hope to link up with
Railworld to explore journeys,
vehicles and learn more about
where we live.

Phase 1/2 Learn About Space
KS1 have been very busy since the start of the
year! In October, we were lucky enough to
have a virtual visit from a satellite engineer, an
astronomer and a secondary school teacher
who had designed and launched rockets into
the stratosphere. This provided a lot of awe and
wonder, during our space topic. We also carried
out our own science experiment to see how far
we could launch a rocket across the classroom.
This half term, we have been busy singing
and dancing in preparation for our Christmas
production which we hope you all enjoy.

Virtual Parent Consultations

Virtual Assembly
It’s amazing what opportunities come your
way during these strange times and our class
assemblies were one of those moments. We
had the fantastic chance to film our assemblies
up close and personal. “We loved that we
could watch our assembly with our parents
as we would never have done that before!”
Commented one of our year 5s, epitomising the
idea that every cloud has a silver lining. Since
then, we have talked about all sorts of ideas if
we were to film our assemblies again, so watch
this space.

There have been adaptations to everything
this year; some a compromise, some beneficial.
Although parents’ evenings did not offer the
personal contact, which we all miss, there
were many who thought this had benefits and
actually preferred this option. The benefits
ranged from not needing child care and both
parents being able to attend (even if one was
not in Peterborough) to being more relaxed and
convenient.
Hopefully the next parents meeting can be face
to face, but even if it cannot we will be able to
show you books at this one (books are normally
only available at the Spring parents meeting).
It was a learning curve for everyone and the
feedback useful to improve what we offer in the
future.

Phase 3/4 Talk Dental Hygiene
It’s been really good to welcome the children back
to school this term, and in particular to meet our
new classes. The children in Phase 3/4 have all
settled in quickly and have shown great enthusiasm
for our topics, with a real keenness to learn.
In Science, we have learned about teeth and dental
hygiene, and found out about human and animal
skeletons. This term, we have studied sound. We
particularly enjoyed investigating vibrations, using
musical instruments. We also found out what
loudness meant!
We absolutely loved exploring atlases to discover
European countries, and now know where lots of
European countries are. In history, it’s been exciting
to learn about Anglo Saxon England and the impact
of Viking invasions.
We are very much looking forward to next year
when we will be finding out about Brazil, tropical
rainforests and the impact humans have on them.

The Library
We have been busy transforming the library
this term into an enchanted forest. The walls
have been wrapped with trees and flying
books. Mr Walsh has kindly made a sign post
and an arbour for our curiosity corner. The
book bench design fits perfectly in there.
The floor has been laid with artificial grass
and a winding woodland path. The finishing
touches will be real books flying from the
ceiling.
We can’t wait to start taking classes in to
enjoy the amazing atmosphere and continue
to promote their love of reading.

Children In Need
What a brilliant day we had – something normal, but
different. Every class got to participate in their own Rick Shaw
Challenge for Children in Need – working in teams, going
under limbo bars and just not falling off! Many children came
dressed in spots and the sun shone. A big thank you goes
out to all families as we raised more than triple what we did
the year before. The final amount being £979. Although
we didn’t quite make it onto The One Show, they are now
watching, so a bigger plan for next year is being considered.

Phase 5/6 Travel Far and Beyond!
This year has been a busy one and it’s been brilliant to
have a school full of children. There may have been travel
restrictions in real life but our imaginations have allowed
us to travel further than you can imagine: from England,
through Europe during our World War 2 topic; to exploring
at light speed across the solar system in our space topic. We
have been creative with our northern lights artwork and
crafty, designing our model Anderson shelters. We have
also showed our wonderful vocabulary when creating our
Sci-Fi stories and reporting on the Battle of Britain. We
can’t wait until our next term…although a nice Christmas
break will be needed to recharge our batteries!

Odd Sock Day and Friendship
Week 2020
It was lovely to see so many children wearing their
odd socks to school on Monday 16th November.
This was to celebrate our individuality in a fun way
and show that we are all unique.
The theme of Anti-Bullying Week (known as
Friendship Week in our school) was ‘United against
Bullying’. The children discussed how important it
was for us all to work together to make sure that
nobody is bullied. We then drew or wrote on a
puzzle piece what each of us could do to make this
happen. The children in Years 5/6 reviewed the
School’s Anti-bullying policy and discussed what
they felt should be included in this.

School Dinners
Along with the many changes that have been
implemented in school this term, we have also
changed the way school dinners are served. Robins,
Wrens, Puffins and Cuckoos still eat in the school
hall, but within their bubbles and with staggered
timings. All the other classes eat together in their
classrooms.
All children receive meals delivered directly to
them; therefore, we have introduced a set menu
(still taking into account dietary requirements).
The feedback from this has been positive with the
children enjoying knowing in advance what they
are having and also that classes who eat later have
the same meal as those who eat earlier.
The children who eat in the hall still have their
meals delivered to them on plates, and those
pupils who eat in classroom have theirs delivered
in individual containers. At the start of the school
year, we used disposable takeaway containers.
However, as the term went along, and as pupils
adapted to this so well, we made the decision to
move to more environmentally friendly re-usable air
tight containers with lids.
We are proud of the
impressive way the
children, kitchen staff
and midday supervisors
have adapted so
we can continue to
deliver delicious and
nutritious hot school
meals.

Friends of Nene Valley
Last year we raised around £3000 from the Christmas
disco and fete. This year things are very different and so
we are fundraising in ways that are safe for the children,
which unfortunately can’t include discos and fetes at
the moment. Instead, we have raised over £400 from
the Christmas card and gifts sales in the last few weeks
and we are running two competitions before the end
of term. We also had a fantastic ‘Christmas Jumper Day’,
with donations going in the Christmas hampers.
We appreciate the support that parents and carers give
Friends of Nene Valley. Thank you and Merry Christmas.

Contact details
Telephone: 01733 897517
Web: www.nenevalleyprimary.net
E-Mail: office@nenevalleyprimary.net
Twitter: @nenevalleyhead
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