Success for All
Sugar Way, Peterborough, PE2 9RT
Phone: (01733) 897517
Email: office@nenevalleyprimary.net
Website: www.nenevalleyprimary.net
Headteacher: Mr Stuart Mansell, B.Ed. (Hons), NPQH, PQSI
Deputy Headteacher: Mr Nicholas File, B.Sc. (Hons)

5th January 2021

Dear Parents/Carers
SCHOOL OPERATION COMMENCING
WEDNESDAY 6TH JANUARY 2021
Following the government’s announcement of a full lock down school will only be open for children
of key workers until at least February half term.
The most recent scientific advice on how to further limit the spread of COVID-19 remains clear. The
government have requested these key principles are followed:
1. If it is at all possible for children to be at home safely, then they should be.
2. Parents should not rely for childcare on those ‘who are advised to be in the stringent social
distancing category’. This includes grandparents, friends, or family members with underlying
conditions.
3. Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way
which can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing principles
as adults.
The Government has requested that all schools provide optional attendance for education for a
limited number of children. These are:
•

•

Children who are vulnerable i.e., those who are:
o Supported by Social Care
o Children in Care – known as Looked After Children (LAC)
o Young carers
o Disabled Children
o Or have an education, health and care plan (EHCP)
Children whose parents are critical to the Covid-19 response and cannot be safely cared for
at home.

All other children will need to stay at home, so we ask that you do not send your child into school.
Remote learning, in line with government expectations, will be provided for all children not in
school.

The government has also published an updated list of key workers which is attached to this letter.
The guidance has also been revised to outline that this support is for children with at least one
parent or carer who are identified as ‘critical workers’ by the government.
Please complete the attached proforma and return to the school office should you fall into the
Key/Critical Worker category. No space will be provided without completion of this form.
I want to reiterate the key message about the closure plans: Every child who can be accommodated
at home should be. We absolutely understand that families are worried about being able to work
but these are extraordinary times and we are all having to make some very difficult decisions
and sacrifices. However, with the challenges we face with our own staff and the national social
distancing policy, we wish to minimise any risks and the number of students attending should only
be in circumstances where it is essential. This may be contrary to some advice being given by other
employers, but school will only be providing places if absolutely essential to key operations.
This remains an ever-changing situation and the position may well change again in the future. We
will continue to update you as the need arises.
I wish to thank all our school staff, volunteers, governors and trustees who have helped to support
with planning, and who will continue to do so over the coming months. The last-minute nature of
decisions by government has meant staff have spent hours meeting, planning and agreeing
procedures, only for everything to be discarded overnight.
However, I would like to thank you for your continued support and understanding during this period.
Your recognition of our efforts, when there are staff at breaking point remains exceptional.
Best wishes,

Stuart Mansell
Headteacher
Definition of Key Workers
Parents whose work is critical to the Coronavirus (Covid-19) and EU transition response, including
those who work in health and social care and in other key sectors outlined in the following sections.
Health and social care
This includes (but is not limited to); doctors, nurses, midwives, paramedics, social workers, care
workers and other frontline health and social care staff including; volunteers, the support and
specialist staff required to maintain the UK’s health and social care sector, those working as part of
the health and social care supply chain, including producers and distributers of medicines and
medical/personal protective equipment.
Education and childcare

This includes; childcare, nursery and teaching staff, teaching assistants, support staff, social workers
and those specialist education professionals who must remain active during the COVID-19
response to deliver this approach.
Key public services
This includes; those essential to the running of the justice system, religious staff, charities and
workers delivering key frontline services. Those responsible for the management of the deceased,
and journalists and broadcasters who are providing public service broadcasting are to be included.
Local and national government
This only includes those administrative occupations essential to the effective delivery of the
COVID-19 response and the delivery of and response to EU transition or delivering essential public
services such as the payment of benefits, and the certification or checking of goods for import and
export (including animal products, animals, plants and food), including government agencies and
arm’s length bodies.
Food and other necessary goods
This includes those involved in food production, processing, distribution, sale and delivery, as well as
those essential to the provision of other key goods (for example hygienic and veterinary medicines).
Public safety and national security
This includes police and support staff, Ministry of Defence civilians, contractor and armed forces
personnel (those critical to the delivery of key defence and national security outputs and essential to
the response to the COVID-19 pandemic and EU transition), fire and rescue service employees
(including support staff), National Crime Agency staff, those maintaining border security, prison and
probation staff and other national security roles, including those overseas.
Transport and Border
This includes those who will keep the air, water, road and rail passenger and freight transport modes
operating during the COVID-19 response and EU transition, including those working on transport
systems through which supply chains pass, and those constructing or supporting operation of critical
transport and border infrastructure through which supply chains pass.
Utilities, communication and financial services
This includes staff needed for essential financial services provision (including but not limited to
workers in banks, building societies and financial market infrastructure), the oil, gas, electricity and
water sectors (including sewerage), information technology and data infrastructure sector and
primary industry supplies to continue during the COVID-19 response, as well as key staff working in
the civil nuclear, chemicals, telecommunications (including but not limited to network operations,
field engineering, call centre staff, IT and data infrastructure, 999 and 111 critical services), postal
services and delivery, payments providers and waste disposal sectors.

Please only complete if you are eligible to request a place in school.

I am a Key Worker in the following service (please tick as appropriate):
Tick
√
Health and social care
Teachers and support school
Education and childcare
Key public services
Local and national government
Food and other necessary goods
Public safety and national security
Transport and border
Utilities, communication and financial services

Attendance for education request commencing 6th January 2021

Child/ren’s Name___________________________ Class/es_____________

Full Days required (we are not offering part-day places):
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

c
c
c
c
c

I confirm that I am a key worker and that my role is critical to the Covid-19 response, and that
no adults are at home to care for my child.
I understand that this place has to be approved by school.

Name____________________________. Signed______________________________

Date_____________________________________

For Office Use Only

School place during lockdown approved/not approved

