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Wishing everyone
a fabulous
summer break!
My first term as Acting
Headteacher! The children
came back into school after
Easter positive, eager and
happy – initial nerves gone
in a day or two. We have had many successes; Year 6 got
their residential – I’m glad we held our nerve. Stibbington,
not overnight but a memorable trip out, none the less.
For the end of year we have plans for all of Key Stage 1
and EYFS to leave the school; EYFS to Fineshades and
Key Stage 1 to Railworld. Two bubbles have had to close,
despite our very tight Covid procedures – hopefully
the last time we have to follow this course of action.
Reflecting as the children in Reception end their first
year in a school, which their parents have never visited
in person – I hope to be able to address that as soon as
possible. The year 6 children moving onto a school that
they have only seen virtually, or maybe heard about from
siblings. As a community we have stayed positive – even
when it has been hard.
Nick File
Acting Headteacher

Reception have been super busy!!
What a jam-packed, full of fun, summer term we have had
together! It has certainly not been a ‘normal’ first year at school
– but the children appear to have managed exceptionally well
and, in the blink of an eye, are ready to continue their school
journey into Year 1.
At the start of the term, we focused on ‘The Leopard’s Drum’,
an African folktale. We compared life in the UK to Ghana and
explored the country’s culture – artefacts, music, dance, dress
and the natural environment. The children thoroughly enjoyed
re-enacting the story in character and playing rhythms on the
djembe drum. After that we did a focus week on poetry with a
book called ‘My Many Coloured Days’ which explored emotions and colour.
The children were encouraged to talk about their own feelings and worries like Ruby, the character in
our story ‘Ruby’s Worry’ who learns that sharing her worries with others stops them from getting bigger.
We changed the role play area into a ‘Zen Den’, encouraging the
children to practise quiet, relaxing activities and meditation to calm
themselves down and pamper each other.
After half-term, the children came back to find a wrapped birthday
present in the classroom with a label saying ‘Billy’ – this led to
lots of talk – Who is Billy? Why is his present here? What might be
inside? The children came up with some wonderful ideas! Later,
we discovered that Billy was a little boy who was desperate for
a bucket for his birthday and his wild imagination led to some
disastrous consequences! We learned all about underwater
creatures and wrote about our own imagined water worlds. In the
final weeks, as we think about growing and changing, we have
learned about life cycles, looking at how we are different now from

when we were babies and we are currently very excited
by our caterpillars which have recently transformed
into chrysalis’. We will release our butterflies by the end
of term! The children have also started growing bean
plants in our classroom window, so that we can explore
the different parts of a plant and watch how it changes
as it grows. We will send them home soon so that you
can plant them at home.
At the end of this year, we will share your child’s full
Tapestry learning journal with you as a PDF, so you
have a memento of their first year at school to treasure
forever – and what a year it has been!

Friends of Nene Valley
It has been a tough year for fundraising but we
appreciate the support we have had for dress down
days, raffles and competitions. We are looking
forward to returning to some of our normal events,
such as school discos, next year and to welcoming
new parents to the committee in the new school
year as we couldn’t this year. We hope you have a
lovely summer break and that the children enjoy
growing their sunflowers.

Years 1 and 2 visit the Railworld
Wildlife Centre
This half term, KS1 visited the Railworld Wildlife Centre. The
children really enjoyed learning historical facts about the
old locomotives and exploring the wildlife area. They also
discovered various artefacts from the Victorian era and found
out about the role that the railway played in travelling to
the seaside. The children also got to enjoy pond dipping, a
Thomas the Tank Engine maze and controlling an electric
train set. Overall, a wonderful day out!

Poetry
Each half term all the children in the school learn a poem.
We discuss the vocabulary and practise performing it using
expression and actions. Many
classes have even learned
a poem off by heart and
some classes have shared
their poems with other
classes over Teams. It has
been great fun listening to
children across the school
performing poetry. Well
done!

Summer at Stibbington!
Years 3 and 4 were very excited to finally get to visit
Stibbington for two days in June, and had a lovely time there
with all of their classmates.
One day was spent learning how to be Eco Ambassadors,
finding out about alternative forms of energy, learning
about pollinators, and walking to Stibbington Hall to
measure leaves and trees.
On the second day, the children became Romans for
the day, learning how to march in formation, and follow
commands in Latin. The pupils also made Roman tiles,
followed Roman recipes, tried writing on wax tablets and studied Roman artefacts.
A great time was had by all!

Years 5 and 6 investigate the Shang dynasty
This term has been extremely busy and lots of fun. It has been great to have all of the children back
from lock down and hear the buzz of the school. The children have explored and learnt about a range of
topics and skills, such as: creating products, posters and adverts for our mini enterprise project; learning
about the microscopic world in science; discussing a range of food items and how to order them in
French; investigating the history of the Shang dynasty in history and so much more! We even had the
opportunity to take part in some mini sports day events (when the Year 6 snapped the tug-of-war rope!)
and the Year 6 have been rehearsing and filming their end of year production: Hoodwinked! It’s been
an amazing term and I am sure everyone involved has earnt themselves a good rest during the summer
holidays. Good luck to Year 6 for next year and we hope Year 5 are excited to be the new school role
models. Enjoy your summer phase 5/6!

Football Tournament
After a whole year without any school
football tournaments, it was great
to see the Nene Valley colours being
represented out on the pitch again.
The team performed exceptionally well,
only conceding 2 goals in the whole
tournament and narrowly missing out
on a place in the semi-finals.

PGL Adventure 2021!!!
After lots of crossed fingers, we were
given the green light to go to PGL. A
group of 36 intrepid Year 6 set out for the
camp and the time of their lives. Everyone
took part in a range of different activities,
trying hard to set and beat their own
personal targets. Although the weather
could have been kinder, every member
of our party agreed they had thoroughly
enjoyed themselves – even those who
were very tired!
After the last couple of strange years, the
Year 6 deserved their PGL break and they
showed great enthusiasm, energy and
independence. All skills needed to be
ready for Year 7!

Book Bench
Last year, as part of book week,
we held a competition to design a
BookBench. The competition was
won by Zuzanna Pietrzela. We are
delighted to announce that our book
bench has now been completed
and is currently being displayed
in Peterborough city centre as
part of the BookBench trail. These
BookBenches can be discovered by
the general public using a virtual trail
map. (Our bench is number 5 - The
Magic of Books!)
The trail will run for ten weeks starting
Monday 28th June and finishing on
Monday 6th September and features
a selection of vivid designs that
celebrate the area’s rich literary
history, children’s favourite characters
and promotes a life-long love of
reading. We hope that you will go and
visit our bench and enjoy the trail!

Sports Events Day
All our classes had a fantastic, fun and memorable sports
events day on Monday 5th July 2021. It was great to see
all the children from Reception to Year 6 have a brilliant
time taking part in the Treasure Hunt Obstacle Course,
the Duathlon and the Tug of War competition.  The smiles
on the children’s faces in the photos speak volumes. The
Year 6 tug of war competition of boys vs girls provided
lots of entertainment as their competitive spirit led to the
rope being torn in half!  Thank you to all the children for
their enthusiasm and sportsmanship throughout the day.
Finally, a huge thank you to all the staff for supporting the
activities and making the event a success.

Contact details
Telephone: 01733 897517
Web: www.nenevalleyprimary.net
E-Mail: office@nenevalleyprimary.net
Twitter: @nenevalleyhead
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