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Happy Christmas!
Welcome to our review of the
first term of 2021-22. Our new
Reception children are well
settled into the routines of
school and have made some
lovely relationships with the
older children as they mix at
lunchtimes. I have personally
enjoyed sharing lunch with
the Reception children on
Wednesdays to get to know them better.
The highlights of this term have included a trip to Harry
Potter World, swimming, History off the Page; Egyptian
workshop for the children in years 3 & 4 and a Toys workshop
for Years 1 & 2. Music has returned to the school with clarinet
lessons returning in phase 5/6, recorders in phase 3/4 and
Ocarinas in phase 1/2.   It has been a busy term!
Our warm and friendly community has returned with parents
on the playground for collection and drop off. Clubs have
resumed with football, gymnastics, dance, art, coding and
choir all heavily subscribed. Children have continued to
progress well this term and any gaps we have identified are
being filled. This is a tribute to parents and teachers working
together to support the learning of the children at Nene
Valley over the last few difficult years.
Here’s to a wonderful Christmas for all!
Nick File
Acting Headteacher

Reception have settled in
really well!!
Back in September, our new Reception children walked through
the door – there were some nerves and some tears (and not just
from the children!). We were so proud of how quickly they settled and
enjoyed their start to school life, despite experiencing a rather unusual period of time! By October, their
confidence was soaring – they have made lots of new friends, really developed their independence and
engaged well with their learning.
In the first few weeks, the children loved sharing their special boxes in
small groups, providing the perfect opportunity to learn more about
each other and practise our speaking and listening skills. Thank you for
putting them together with your children – we loved looking at them
together.
During our Talk for Writing work on ‘The Little Red Hen’, we learned
how to orally retell a whole story with actions for key phrases and
characters like ‘early one morning’, ‘who’ and ‘once upon a time’ and we
performed this to the rest of the
school during a virtual assembly.
This work will help us to build
our storytelling language and
support our writing skills in the
future. Towards the end of the topic, we innovated our
story and changed the characters to create our own version. We
also made bread rolls, just like the main character in our story –
we just didn’t need to cut, thresh and carry the wheat like her!
We learned about yeast and chemical reactions and looked at
some real wheat and grain.
Then we moved on to ‘The Old Woman and the Red Pumpkin’,
a traditional Bengali tale, where we learned about how the old
woman concealed herself to escape the bear, jackal and tiger.

The children have completed some writing using their developing
phonics skills in their special work books and we have been very
impressed by their efforts. We continued by learning another oral
story, ‘The Enormous Turnip’ with lots of new story language! At the
same time, we looked at portraits by artist, Arcimboldo, who created
his artwork using fruit and vegetables. We are now encouraging
the children to think about the past – a very difficult concept for
young children – using our core book, ‘Peepo’. We have been looking
carefully at the pictures in the book and thinking about how things
have changed over time.
We have also awarded several Nene Valley awards this term to
children who have shown fantastic learning and personal skills. Well
done to those children who have been awarded their certificate this
term, we look forward to handing out lots more after Christmas.
Our class mascots, Pip and Pop, have enjoyed coming home at the
weekends to share in bedtime stories and hot chocolates and the
children have really enjoyed sharing what they got up to with their
classmates.
Thank you to those parents who continue to share Tapestry
observations from home – the children love seeing themselves on
the big screen and talking about their experiences. If you haven’t
done so yet, we encourage you to have a go. Wishing you all a
wonderful Christmas – we hope it is relaxing and full of fun!

Phase 1/2 make pizzas!
We started the Autumn term with our History off the Page visit,
where the children got to experience handling different toys
from the past. They had great fun exploring how they worked
and what materials they were made from. They even got to be
archaeologists and dig up toys from the past and order them
on a timeline. The children then had the opportunity to make
their own toys during the afternoon.
Earlier this term, we celebrated our new topic with a wow day.
Mrs Donnor came to demonstrate the effect of yeast in dough
and then we made our own delicious pizzas.
We really enjoyed eating them afterwards, they were yummy!
You will have noticed, that some children are bringing home
a reading suitcase. This contains a book, teddy, hot chocolate
and biscuits. It is a great opportunity to snuggle up and share a
book with your child. They can then talk about this experience
back in class and share any recommendations for books they
have enjoyed.

Friendship Week
This half term we have celebrated the national
Anti-Bullying Week which we call Friendship Week
at Nene Valley. Mr File started the week with a
whole school assembly and launched the theme.
We also celebrated our differences between us
on Odd Sock Day. We considered how amazing
it is that we are all unique! Throughout the week
the different classes thought about how they can
share ‘One Kind Word’. The children have made
a leaf and written their pledge of how to use
‘one kind word’ on it and a selection of these are
hanging on the white tree in the library.

Nene Valley Football
Nene Valley Football club has been back at full
strength with a full capacity and an eager waiting
list. Children have been keen to train and play
and their enthusiasm shows on the pitch. We
had the fantastic opportunity to take part in the
Peterborough United youth tournament, where we
were able to take two teams along. Many players
were able to gain valuable experience and one team even made it
all the way to the semi-finals. We have been proud to include more girls in the tournament than ever
before and we have been pleased with how many more girls begin to show their interest. We look
forward to seeing our players in action again, over the spring term, as more football opportunities
come our way, including the Peterborough United youth girls tournament!

Years 3 and 4 learn about Ancient Egyptians
The first term as new Year 3 and 4s has been extremely busy. It has been lovely getting to know the
faces of new Year 3s and seeing the Year 4s settle so well as role models to them.
This term we have explored Ancient Egyptians, investigating tombs, mummies and Egyptian Gods. We
were even joined in school by History Off The Page! We have also been learning about earthquakes and
volcanoes and we are experts in the causes and effects of such disastrous events.
Our writing in Year 3/4 has been exceptional and children have embraced the texts we have read in
class, from ‘Varjak Paw’ to ‘The True Story of The Three Little Pigs’. These books have enabled the children
to write detailed and entertaining pieces of work.
The children in Year 3 and 4 have worked incredibly hard and definitely deserve a lovely Christmas
break. We cannot wait to welcome you back in the New Year for more amazing learning!

Years 5/6 explore Harry Potter and History
This term, phase 5/6 have done so much already! We started by exploring the world of Harry Potter
through a range of topics, such as magical inspiration for our writing, plotting Hogwarts coordinates
in maths and even studying geographical features as Harry Potter filming coordinators! The children
thoroughly enjoyed it and I think we may have recruited a few more HP fans. Over the last several weeks,
our focus has switched to history, in particular castles and their impact on our nation. We have learnt all
about the Anglo-Saxons and the Normans, starting with the famous battle of Hastings and how it shaped
our lives today. We also studied Macbeth, which was a fascinating stimulus to use in our writing: diary
entries, letters and even our own three witches poem. There is so much more we could tell you about
our amazing topics but maybe your
children could fill in all of the gaps! We
look forward to what the next term
brings us as we look at forces within
science and a whole range of topics
with Fun at the Fair as our stimulus.

History Off The Page
Year 3 and 4 were lucky enough to have History Off
The Page visit and immerse us in Ancient Egyptian
history. We were visited by ‘Anuk’ an Egyptian local who
explained the story of Tutankhamun and the dramas
that came along with his reign.
During our Egyptian WOW Day, children had the chance
to dress like an Egyptian, create Egyptian crafts and
experience a feast. Fun was had by all!

Coding Club
The KS2 children have been really enjoying Miss
Khanom and Mr Mogford’s after-school coding
club sessions. So far, they have programmed
their Scratch characters to move, talk and even
change colour. They particularly enjoyed the
challenge where they used code to translate
encrypted messages.

FONV Disco
Disco day, back in October was a whirlwind of
glitter, dancing and fun. Maybe we have a few
Strictly hopefuls in future years! The Friends
of Nene Valley raised over £800! Many of Key
Stage 1 Children had not been to a school
disco before and although it was during school
time they had a very similar experience. My
favourite comment was “He would not normally
go to a disco, but as it was during the school
day, he did and had a brilliant time.”   That
whole school inclusivity is a real positive.

Christmas Reading
It has been lovely to see teachers
across school sharing Christmas
stories with their class beside the
Christmas tree in the library. It has
created a real buzz of excitement
and also continued to promote
reading for pleasure.
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Contact details
Telephone: 01733 897517
Web: www.nenevalleyprimary.net
E-Mail: office@nenevalleyprimary.net
Twitter: @nenevalleyhead
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